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Wild free-roaming horses and burros
mean all unbranded and unclaimed
horses and burros and their progeny
that have used lands of the National
Forest System on or after December 15,
1971, or do hereafter use these lands as
all or part of their habitat, but does
not include any horse or burro intro-
duced onto National Forest System
lands on or after December 15, 1971, by
accident, negligence, or willful dis-
regard of private ownership.
Unbranded, claimed horses and burros,
where the claim is found to be erro-
neous, are also considered as wild and
free-roaming if they meet the criteria
above.

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 42
FR 35959, July 13, 1977; 46 FR 33519, June 30,
1981; 47 FR 29230, July 6, 1982; 49 FR 25450,
June 24, 1984; 51 FR 1250, Jan. 10, 1986; 55 FR
10452, Mar. 21, 1990; 59 FR 31152, June 17, 1994;
60 FR 45295, Aug. 30, 1995]

§ 261.3 Interfering with a Forest offi-
cer, volunteer, or human resource
program enrollee or giving false re-
port to a Forest officer.

The following are prohibited:
(a) Threatening, resisting, intimi-

dating, or interfering with any forest
officer engaged in or on account of the
performance of his official duties in the
protection, improvement, or adminis-
tration of the National Forest System
is prohibited.

(b) Giving any false, fictitious or
fraudulent report or other information
to any Forest Officer engaged in or on
account of the performance of his offi-
cial duties knowing that such report or
other information contains false, ficti-
tious or fraudulent statement or entry.

(c) Threatening, intimidating, or in-
tentionally interfering with any Forest
officer, volunteer, or human resource
program enrollee while engaged in, or
on account of, the performance of du-
ties for the protection, improvement,
or administration of the National For-
est System or other duties assigned by
the Forest Service.

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46
FR 33520, June 30, 1981; 49 FR 25450, June 21,
1984]

§ 261.4 Disorderly conduct.
The following are prohibited:
(a) Engaging in fighting.

(b) Addressing any offensive, derisive,
or annoying communication to any
other person who is lawfully present
when such communication has a direct
tendency to cause acts of violence by
the person to whom, individually, the
remark is addressed.

(c) Make statements or other actions
directed toward inciting or producing
imminent lawless action and likely to
incite or produce such action.

(d) Causing public inconvenience, an-
noyance, or alarm by making unrea-
sonably loud noise.

[46 FR 33520, June 30, 1981]

§ 261.5 Fire.

The following are prohibited:
(a) Carelessly or negligently throw-

ing or placing any ignited substance or
other substance that may cause a fire.

(b) Firing any tracer bullet or incen-
diary ammunition.

(c) Causing timber, trees, slash,
brush or grass to burn except as au-
thorized by permit.

(d) Leaving a fire without completely
extinguishing it.

(e) Allowing a fire to escape from
control.

(f) Building, attending, maintaining,
or using a campfire without removing
all flammable material from around
the campfire adequate to prevent its
escape.

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46
FR 33520, June 30, 1981]

§ 261.6 Timber and other forest prod-
ucts.

The following are prohibited:
(a) Cutting or otherwise damaging

any timber, tree, or other forest prod-
uct, except as authorized by a special-
use authorization, timber sale con-
tract, or Federal law or regulation.

(b) Cutting any standing tree, under
permit or timber sale contract, before
a Forest Officer has marked it or has
otherwise designated it for cutting.

(c) Removing any timber or other
forest product cut under permit or tim-
ber sale contract, except to a place des-
ignated for scaling, or removing it
from that place before it is scaled,
measured, counted, or otherwise ac-
counted for by a forest officer.

VerDate 18<JUN>99 13:32 Aug 26, 1999 Jkt 183131 PO 00000 Frm 00360 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183131T.XXX pfrm06 PsN: 183131T



361

Forest Service, USDA § 261.9

(d) Stamping, marking with paint, or
otherwise identifying any tree or other
forest product in a manner similar to
that employed by forest officers to
mark or designate a tree or any other
forest product for cutting or removal.

(e) Loading, removing or hauling
timber or other forest product acquired
under any permit or timber sale con-
tract unless such product is identified
as required in such permit or contract.

(f) Selling or exchanging any timber
or other forest product obtained under
free use pursuant to §§ 223.5 through
223.11.

(g) Violating any timber export or
substitution restriction in §§ 223.160
through 223.164.

(h) Removing any timber, tree or
other forest product, except as author-
ized by a special-use authorization,
timber sale contract, or Federal law or
regulation.

(i) Violating the Forest Resources
Conservation and Shortage Relief Act
of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 620, et seq.), or its im-
plementing regulations at 36 CFR
223.185–223.203.

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977; 42 FR 24739, May 16,
1977, as amended at 49 FR 25450, June 21, 1984;
51 FR 1250, Jan. 10, 1986; 60 FR 46934, Sept. 8,
1995]

§ 261.7 Livestock.
The following are prohibited:
(a) Placing or allowing unauthorized

livestock to enter or be in the National
Forest System or other lands under
Forest Service control.

(b) Not removing unauthorized live-
stock from the National Forest System
or other lands under Forest Service
control when requested by a forest offi-
cer.

(c) Failing to reclose any gate or
other entry.

(d) Molesting, injuring, removing, or
releasing any livestock impounded
under § 262.10 while in the custody of
the Forest Service or its authorized
agents.

[42 FR 35959, July 13, 1977, as amended at 51
FR 1251, Jan. 10, 1986]

§ 261.8 Fish and wildlife.
The following are prohibited to the

extent Federal or State law is violated:
(a) Hunting, trapping, fishing, catch-

ing, molesting, killing or having in

possession any kind of wild animal,
bird, or fish, or taking the eggs of any
such bird.

(b) Possessing a firearm or other im-
plement designed to discharge a mis-
sile capable of destroying animal life.

(c) Possessing equipment which could
be used for hunting, fishing, or trap-
ping.

(d) Possessing a dog not on a leash or
otherwise confined.

(e) Curtail the free movement of any
animal or plant life into or out of a
cave, except as authorized to protect a
cave resource.

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46
FR 33520, June 30, 1981; 59 FR 31152, June 17,
1994]

§ 261.9 Property.

The following are prohibited:
(a) Damaging any natural feature or

other property of the United States.
(b) Removing any natural feature or

other property of the United States.
(c) Damaging any plant that is classi-

fied as a threatened, endangered,
sentitive, rare, or unique species.

(d) Removing any plant that is classi-
fied as a threatened, endangered,
sentitive, rare, or unique species.

(e) Entering any building, structure,
or enclosed area owned or controlled by
the United States when such building,
structure, or enclosed area is not open
to the public.

(f) Using any pesticide except for per-
sonal use as an insect repellent or as
provided by special-use authorization
for other minor uses.

(g) Digging in, excavating, dis-
turbing, injuring, destroying, or in any
way damaging any prehistoric, his-
toric, or archaeological resource, struc-
ture, site, artifact, or property.

(h) Removing any prehistoric, his-
toric, or archaeological resource, struc-
ture, site, artifact, property.

(i) Excavating, damaging, or remov-
ing any vertebrate fossil or removing
any paleontological resource for com-
mercial purposes without a special use
authorization.

(j) Excavating, damaging, or remov-
ing any cave resource from a cave
without a special use authorization, or
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